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The misfortunes of humanbeings may be divided into two classes: First,
those

inflicted by the non—human environment and, second, those inflicted

BT H A B BRIRT kaoyan.com ZFFER TEHF O
RENE ZEfF B, 1A http://download.kaoyan.com



kawanﬂﬁﬂ

You can malke rt.

by other

people. As mankind have progressed in knowledge and technique, the
second

class has become a continually increasing percentage of the total.
In old

times, famine, for example, was due to natural causes, and although
people

did their best to combat it, large numbers:of them died of starvation.

At

the present moment large parts of the world are faced with the threat
of

famine, but although natural causes have contributed to the situation,
the

principal causes are human. For six years the civilized nations of
the world

devoted all their best energiés to killing each other, and they find
it

difficult suddenly to switch over to keeping each other alive. Having
destroyed

harvests, dismantled agricultural machinery, and disorganized
shipping,

they find it no easy matter to relieve the shortage of crops in one
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place

by means of a superabundance in another, as would easily be done if
the

economic system were in normal working order. As this illustration
shows,

it is now man that is man’ s worst enemy. Nature, it is true, still
sees

to it that we are mortal, but with the progress in medicine it will
become

more and more common for people to live until they have had their fill
of

life. We are supposed to wish to live for ever and to look forward
to the

unending joys of heaven, of which, by miracle, the monotony will never
grow

stale. But in fact, if you quéstion any candid person who is no longer
young

, he isvery likely to tell you that, having tasted life in this world,
he

has no wish to begin again as a 'new boy  in another. For the future,
therefore

, 1t may be taken that much the most important evils that mankind have
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to
consider are those which they inflict upon each other through
stupidity

or malevolence or both.
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What was the origin of the oil which now drives our motorcarsand
aircrafts? Scientists are confident about the formation of coal, but
theydo not seem so sure when asked about oil. They think that the oil under
thesurface of the earth originated in the distant past, and was formed
from 1ivingthings in the sea. Countless billions of minute sea creatures
and plants livedand sank to the sea bed. They were covered with huge
deposits of mud, and byprocesses of chemistry, pressure and temperature
were changed through long agesinto what we know as oil. For these creatures
to become o0il, it was necessarythat they should be imprisoned between
layers of rock for an enormous length oftime.

The statement that oil originated in the sea is confirmed by aglance
at a map showing the chief oilfields of the world: very few of them arefar
distant from the oceans of today. Li»some places gas and oil come up to
thesurface of the sea from itsibed. The rocks in which oil is found are
of marineorigin too. They are sedimentary rocks, which were laid down by
the action ofwater on the bed of the ocean. Almost always the remains of

shells, and otherproofs of sea life, are found close to the oil.
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