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Part One 

Fundamentals of Linguistics and Literature 

（英语语言文学和外国语言学及应用语言学考生共答部分） 

 

I. Define the following terms in your own words (20 points) 
1. agent 
2. conjugation 
3. diacritic 
4. glottis 
5. referents 
6. Character 
7. setting 
8. symbol 
9. rhythm 
10. conflict 

 

II. Answer the following questions (30 points) 
1. Why must human language be creative? 
2. What is internal language? 
3. Is applied linguistics self-evident? 
4. Why is Washington Irving sometimes considered father of American literature? 
5. Is it true that all good poetry is more or less rhymed? 
6. Who is the unnamed narrator in William Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily”? Can you 

recognize the sex, age, and social status of the narrator? 
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Part Two 

Test for Students of Linguistics and Applied Linguistics 

（外国语言学及应用语言学考生必答部分） 
 
I. Discuss and comment on the following topics (40 points) 

1. phonetics and phonology 
2. mental lexicon 
3. the meaning of “meaning” 
4. knowledge of language 

II. Analyze the Language data according to the requirements (60 points)  

1. Diagram the following sentence by way of IC-analysis (10 points): 

That means listening to music of all schools and all periods, old and new, conservative 

and modern. 

2. Draw a binary branching labeled tree diagram for the following sentences (10 points): 

a. We stand if we are united, but we shall fall if divided. 

b. United, we stand; divided, we fall. 

3. Compare the following two passages and comment on them (10 points): 

a. Although his face was bearded and neglected, his eyes were clear, and he looked 

straight ahead as he walked rapidly down the road. He seemed very tall; perhaps the 

fact that his coat was too small for him emphasized that impression. 

b. He had apparently not shaved for several days, and his face and hands were covered 

with grime. His shoes were torn, and his coat, which was several sizes too small for 

him, was spotted with dried clay. 

4. Explain the rules and principles underlying the ungrammaticality or inappropriateness 

involved in the following sentences (15 points): 

a. *The advanced figures emerged in this era have been praised by the government. 

b. *The third chapter of this thesis concerns with the theoretical framework proposed 

in the research. 

c. *Universities in Hong Kong are trying to promote their academic education with a 

view to enroll more talent students from mainland. 

5. Analyze the following news critically (15 points): 

A terrified 19-stone husband was forced to lie next to his wife as two men raped her 

yesterday. (Sun) 
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Part Three 
Test for Students of English Language and Literature 

（英语语言文学考生必答部分） 

I. Discuss and comment on the following topics (40 points) 
1. Please comment on the movement of the Angry Young Men in English literature. 
2. Charles Dickens ends A Tale of Two Cities with Sydney Carton’s final words: “It is a 

far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is a far, far better rest that I go 
to than I have ever known.” Please discuss Carton’s last words. 

3. Make a comment on the following poem by Emily Dickinson. 
1472 

To see the Summer Sky 
Is Poetry, though never in a Book it lie — 
True Poems flee — 

4. Make a comment on the following poem by e. e. cummings. 
because it’s 
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II. Analysis and appreciation (60 points) 

1. Read the following excerpt from Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, and analyze 
the relationship between Crusoe and Friday in about 200 words. 

Chapter XXII 
Robinson Rescues One of Their Captives from the Savages, 

Whom He Names Friday, and makes His Servant 

I was dreadfully frighted, (that I must acknowledge) when I perceived him to run my 
Way; and especially, when as I thought I saw him pursued by the whole Body, and now I 
expected that part of my Dream was coming to pass, and that he would certainly take 
shelter in my Grove; but I could not depend by any means upon my Dream for the rest Of it, 
(viz.) that the other Savages would not pursue him thither, and find him there. However I 
kept my Station, and my Spirits began to recover, when I found that there was not above 
three Men that follow’d him, and still more was I encourag’d, when I found that he 
outstrip’d them exceedingly in running, and gain’d Ground of them, so that if he could but 
hold it for half an Hour, I saw easily he would fairly get away from them all. 

There was between them and my Castle, the Creek which I mention’d often at the first 
part of my Story, when I landed my Cargoes out of the Ship; and this I saw plainly, he must 
necessarily swim over, or the poor Wretch would be taken there: But when the Savage 
escaping came thither, he made nothing of it, tho’ the Tide was then up, but plunging in, 
swam thro’ in about Thirty Strokes or thereabouts, landed and ran on with exceeding 
Strength and Swiftness; when the Three Persons came to the Creek, I found that Two of 
them could Swim, but the Third cou’d not, and that standing on the other Side, he look’d at 
the other, but went no further; and soon after went softly back again, which as it happen’d, 
was very well for him in the main. 

I observ’d, that the two who swam, were yet more than twice as long swimming over 
the Creek, as the Fellow was, that fled from them: It came now very warmly upon my 
Thoughts, and indeed irresistibly, that now was my Time to get me a Servant, and perhaps 
a Companion, or Assistant; and that I was call’d plainly by Providence to save this poor 
Creature’s Life; I immediately run down the Ladders with all possible Expedition, fetches 
my two Guns, for they were both but at the Foot of the Ladders, as I observ’d above; and 
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getting up again, with the same haste, to the Top of the Hill, I cross’d toward the Sea; and 
having a very short Cut, and all down Hill, clapp’d my self in the way, between the 
Pursuers, and the Pursu’d; hallowing aloud to him that fled, who looking back, was at first 
perhaps as much frighted at me, as at them; but I beckon’d with my Hand to him, to come 
back; and in the mean time, I slowly advanc’d towards the two that follow’d; then rushing 
at once upon the foremost, I knock’d him down with the Stock of my Piece I was loath to 
fire, because 1 would not have the rest hear; though at that distance, it would not have been 
easily heard, and being out of Sight of the Smoke too, they wou’d not have easily known 
what to make of it: Having knock’d this Fellow down, the other who pursu’d with him 
stopp’d, as if he had been frighted; and I advanc’d a-pace towards him; but as I came 
nearer, I perceiv’d presently, he had a Bow and Arrow, and was fitting it to shoot at me; so 
I was then necessitated to shoot at him first, which I did, and kill’d him at the first Shoot; 
the poor Savage who fled, but had stopp’d; though he saw both his Enemies fallen, and 
kill’d, as he thought; yet was so frighted with the Fire, and Noise of my Piece, that he stood 
Stock still, and neither came forward or went backward, tho’ he seem’d rather enclin’d to 
fly still, than to come on; I hollow’d again to him, and made Signs to come forward, which 
he easily understood, and came a little way, then stopp’d again, and then a little further, and 
stopp’d again, and I cou’d then perceive that he stood trembling, as if he had been taken 
Prisoner, and had just been to be kill’d, as his two Enemies were; I beckon’d him again to 
come to me, and gave him all the Signs of Encouragement that I could think of, and he 
came nearer and nearer, kneeling down every Ten or Twelve steps in token of 
acknowledgement for my saving his Life: I smil’d at him, and look’d pleasantly, and 
beckon’d to him to come still nearer; at length he came close to me, and then he kneel’d 
down again, kiss’d the Ground, and laid his Head upon the Ground, and taking me by the 
Foot, set my Foot upon his Head; this it seems was in token of swearing to be my Slave for 
ever; I took him up, and made much of him, and encourag’d him all I could. But there was 
more work to do yet, for I perceived the Savage who I knock’d down, was not kill’d, but 
stunn’d with the blow, and began to come to himself; so I pointed to him, and showing him 
the Savage, that he was not dead; upon this he spoke some Words to me, and though I 
could not understand them, yet I thought they were pleasant to hear, for they were the first 
sound of a Man’s Voice, that I had heard, my own excepted, for above Twenty Five Years. 
But there was no time for such Reflections now, the Savage who was knock’d down 
recover’d himself so far, as to sit up upon the Ground, and I perceived that my Savage 
began to be afraid; but when I saw that, I presented my other Piece at the Man, as if I 
would shoot him, upon this my Savage, for so I call him now, made a Motion to me to lend 
him my Sword, which hung naked in a Belt by my side; so I did: he no sooner had it, but he 
runs to his Enemy, and at one blow cut off his Head as cleaverly, no Executioner in 

http://www.deadmentellnotales.com/onlinetexts/robinson/friday.shtml
http://www.deadmentellnotales.com/onlinetexts/robinson/friday.shtml
http://www.deadmentellnotales.com/onlinetexts/robinson/friday.shtml
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Germany, could have done it sooner or better; which I thought very strange, for one who 1 
had Reason to believe never saw a Sword in his Life before, except their own Wooden 
Swords; however it seems, as I learn’d afterwards, they make their Wooden Swords so 
sharp, so heavy, and the Wood is so hard, that they will cut off Heads even with them, ay 
and Arms, and that at one blow too; when he had done this, he comes laughing to me in 
Sign of Triumph, and brought me the Sword again, and with abundance of Gestures which 
I did not understand, laid it down with the Head of the Savage, that he had kill’d just before 
me. 

But that which astonish’d him most, was to know how I had kill’d the other Indian so 
far off, so pointing to him, he made Signs to me to let him go to him, so I bad him go, as 
well as I could, when he came to him, he stood like one amaz’d, looking at him, turn’d him 
first on one side, then on t’other, look’d at the Wound the Bullet had made, which it seems 
was just in his Breast, where it had made a Hole, and no great Quantity of Blood had 
follow’d, but he had bled inwardly, for he was quite dead; He took up his Bow, and Arrows, 
and came back, so I turn’d to go away, and beckon’d to him to follow me, making Signs to 
him, that more might come after them. 

Upon this he sign’d to me, that he should bury them with Sand, that they might not be 
seen by the rest if they follow’d; and so I made Signs again to him to do so; he fell to Work, 
and in an instant he had scrap’d a Hole in the Sand, with his Hands, big enough to bury the 
first in, and then dragg’d him into it, and cover’d him, and did so also by the other; I 
believe he had bury’d them both in a Quarter of an Hour; then calling him away, I carry’d 
him not to my Castle, but quite away to my Cave, on the farther Part of the Island; so I did 
not let my Dream come to pass in that Part, viz. That he came into my Grove for shelter. 

Here I gave him Bread, and a Bunch of Raisins to eat, and a Draught of Water, which 
I found he was indeed in great Distress for, by his Running; and having refresh’d him, I 
made Signs for him to go lie down and sleep; pointing to a Place where I had laid a great 
Parcel of Rice Straw, and a Blanket upon it, which 1 used to sleep upon my self some times; 
so the poor Creature laid down, and went to sleep. 

He was a comely handsome Fellow, perfectly well made; with straight strong Limbs, 
not too large; tall and well shap’d, and as I reckon, about twenty six Years of Age. He had 
a very good Countenance, not a fierce and surly Aspect; but seem’d to have something very 
manly in his Face, and yet he had all the Sweetness and Softness of an European in his 
Countenance too, especially when he smil’d. His Hair was long and black, not curl’d like 
Wool; his Forehead very high, and large, and a great Vivacity and sparkling Sharpness in 
his Eyes. The Colour of his Skin was not quite black, but very tawny; and yet not of an 
ugly yellow nauseous tawny, as the Brasilians, and Virginians,and other Natives of 
America are; but of a bright kind of a dun olive Colour, that had in it something very 
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agreeable; tho’ not very easy to describe. His Face was round, and plump; his Nose small, 
not flat like the Negroes, a very good Mouth, thin Lips, and his line Teeth well set, and 
white as Ivory. After he had slumber’d, rather than slept, about half an Hour, he wak’d 
again, and comes out of the Cave to me; for I had been milking my Goats, which I had in 
the Enclosure just by: When he espy’d me, he came running to me, laying himself down 
again upon the Ground, with all the possible Signs of an humble thankful Disposition, 
making a many antick Gestures show it: At last he lays his Head flat upon the Ground, 
close to my Foot, and sets my other Foot upon his Head, as he had done before; and after 
this, made all the Signs to me of Subjection, Servitude, and Submission imaginable, to let 
me know, how he would serve me as long as he liv’d; I understood him in many Things, 
and let him know, I was very well pleas’d with him; in a little Time I began to speak to him, 
and teach him to speak to me; and first, I made him know his Name should be Friday, 
which was the Day I sav’d his Life; I call’d him so for the Memory of the Time; I likewise 
taught him to say Master, and then let him know, that was to be my Name; I likewise 
taught him to say, YES, and No, and to know the Meaning of them; I gave him some Milk, 
in an earthen Pot, and let him see me Drink it before him, and sop my Bread in it; and I 
gave him a Cake of Bread, to do the like, which he quickly comply’d with, and made Signs 
that it was very good for him. 

Chapter XXIII 

Robinson Instructs and Civilizes His Man Friday and  
Endeavors to Give Him an Idea of Christianity 

After I had been two or three Days return’d to my Castle, I thought that, in order to 
bring Friday off from his horrid way of feeding, and from the Relish of a Cannibal’s 
Stomach, I ought to let him taste other Flesh; so I took him out with me one Morning to the 
Woods: I went indeed intending to kill a Kid out of my own Flock, and bring him home 
and dress it. But as I was going, I saw a She Goat lying down in the Shade, and two young 
Kids sitting by her; I catch’d hold of Friday, hold says I, stand still; and made Signs to him 
not to stir, immediately I presented my Piece, shot and kill’d one of the Kids. The poor 
Creature who had at a Distance indeed seen me kill the Savage his Enemy, but did not 
know, or could imagine how it was done, was sensibly surpriz’d, trembled, and shook, and 
look’d so amaz’d, that I thought he would have sunk down. He did not see the Kid I shot at, 
or perceive I had kill’d it, but ripp’d up his Wastcoat to feel if he was not wounded, and as 
I found, presently thought I was resolv’d to kill him; for he came and kneel’d down to me, 
and embraceing my Knees, said a great many Things I did not understand; but I could 
easily see that the meaning was to pray me not to kill him. 
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I soon found a way to convince him that I would do him no harm, and taking him up 
by the Hand laugh’d at him, and pointed to the Kid which I had kill’d, beckoned to him to 
run and fetch it, which he did; and while he was wondering and looking to see how the 
Creature was kill’d, I loaded my Gun again, and by and by I saw a great Fowl like a Hawk 
sit upon a Tree within Shot; so to let Friday understand a little what I would do, I call’d 
him to me again, pointed at the Fowl which was indeed a Parrot, tho’ I thought it had been 
a Hawk, I say pointing to the Parrot, and to my Gun, and to the Ground under the Parrot, to 
let him see I would make it fall, I made him understand that I would shoot and kill that 
Bird; accordingly I fir’d and bad him look, and immediately he saw the Parrot fall, he stood 
like one frighted again, notwithstanding all I had said to him; and I found he was the more 
amaz’d, because he did not see me put any Thing into the Gun; but thought that there must 
be some wonderful Fund of Death and Destruction in that Thing, able to kill Man, Beast, 
Bird, or any Thing near, or far off; and the Astonishment this created in him was such, as 
could not wear off for a long Time; and I believe, if I would have let him, he would have 
worshipp’d me and my Gun: As for the Gun it self, he would not so much as touch it for 
several Days after; but would speak to it, and talk to it, as if it had answer’d him, when he 
was by himself; which, as I afterwards learn’d of him, was to desire it not to kill him. 

Well, after his Astonishment was a little over at this, I pointed to him to run and fetch 
the Bird I had shot, which he did, but stay’d some Time; for the Parrot not being quite dead, 
was flutter’d away a good way off from the Place where she fell; however, he found her, 
took her up, and brought her to me; and as I had perceivd his Ignorance about the Gun 
before, I took this Advantage to charge the Gun again, and not let him see me do it, that 1 
might be ready for any other Mark that might present; but nothing more offer’d at that 
Time; so I brought home the Kid, and the same Evening I took the Skin off, and cut it out 
as well as I could; and having a Pot for that purpose, I boil’d, or stew’d some of the Flesh, 
and made some very good Broth; and after I had begun to eat some, I gave some to my 
Man, who seem’d very glad of it, and lik’d it very well; but that which was strangest to him, 
was, to see me eat Salt with it; he made a Sign to me, that the Salt was not good to eat, and 
putting a little into his own Mouth, he seem’d to nauseate it, and would spit and sputter at it, 
washing his Mouth with fresh Water after it; on the other hand, I took some Meat in my 
Mouth without Salt, and I pretended to spit and sputter for want of Salt, as fast as he had 
done at the Salt; but it would not do, he would never care for Salt with his Meat, or in his 
Broth; at least not a great while, and then but a very little. 

Having thus fed him with boil’d Meat and Broth, I was resolv’d to feast him the next 
Day with roasting a Piece of the Kid; this 1 did by hanging it before the Fire, in a String, as 
I had seen many People do in England, setting two Poles up, one on each side the Fire, and 
one cross on the Top, and tying the String to the Cross-stick, letting the Meat turn 
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continually: This Friday admir’d very much; but when he came to taste the Flesh, he took 
so many ways to tell me how well he lik’d it, that I could not but understand him; and at 
last he told me he would never eat Man’s Flesh any more, which I was very glad to hear. 

The next Day I set him to work to beating some Corn out, and sifting it in the manner 
I us’d to do, as I observ’d before and he soon understood how to do it as well as I, 
especially after he had seen what the Meaning of it was, and that it was to make Bread of; 
for after that I let him see me make my Bread, and bake it too, and in a little Time Friday 
was able to do all the Work for me, as well as I could do it my self. 

I begun now to consider, that having two Mouths to feed, instead of one, I must 
provide more Ground for my Harvest, and plant a larger Quantity of Corn, than I us’d to do; 
so I mark’d out a larger Piece of Land, and began the Fence in the same Manner as before, 
in which Friday not only work’d very willingly, and very hard; but did it very chearfully, 
and I told him what it was for; that it was for Corn to make more Bread, because he was 
now with me, and that I might have enough for him, and my self too: He appear’d very 
sensible of that Part, and let me know, that he thought I had much more Labour upon me on 
his Account, than I had for my self; and that he would work the harder for me, if I would 
tell him what to do. 

This was the pleasantest Year of all the Life I led in this Place; Friday began to talk 
pretty well, and understand the Names of almost every Thing I had occasion to call for, and 
of every Place I had to send him to, and talk’d a great deal to me; so that in short I began 
now to have some Use for my Tongue again, which indeed I had very little occasion for 
before; that is to say, about Speech; besides the Pleasure of talking to him, I had a singular 
Satisfaction in the Fellow himself; his simple unfeign’d Honesty, appear’d to me more and 
more every Day, and I began really to love the Creature; and on his Side, I believe he lov’d 
me more than it was possible for him ever to love any Thing before. 

I had a Mind once to try if he had any hankering Inclination to his own Country again, 
and having learn’d him English so well that he could answer me almost any Questions, I 
ask’d him whether the Nation that he belong’d to never conquer’d in Battle, at which he 
smil’d; and said; yes, yes, we always fight the better; that is, he meant always get the better 
in Fight; and so we began the following Discourse: You always fight the better said I, How 
came you to be taken Prisoner then, Friday? 

Friday, My Nation beat much, for all that. 
Master, How beat; if your Nation beat them, how come you to be taken? 
Friday, They more many than my Nation in the Place where me was; they take one, 

two, three, and me; my Nation over beat them in the yonder Place, where me no was; there 
my Nation take one, two, great Thousand. 

Master, But why did not your Side recover you from the Hands of your Enemies then? 
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Friday, They run one, two, three, and me, and make go in the Canoe; my Nation have 
no Canoe that time. 

Master, Well, Friday, and What does your Nation do with the Men they take, do they 
carry them away, and eat them, as these did? 

Friday, Yes, my Nation eat Mans too, eat all up. 
Master, Where do they carry them? 
Friday, Go to other Place where they think. 
Master, Do they come hither? 
Friday, Yes, yes, they come hither; come other else Place. 
Master, Have you been here with them? 
Friday, Yes, I been here; [points to the N.W. Side of the Island, which it seems was 

their Side.] 
 
2. The following is a poem by the British Romantic poet William Blake. Write an 

analytic essay on it in 200 words. 
 

London 
 
I wandered thro’ each charter’d street, 
Near where the charter’d Thames does flow, 
And mark in every face I meet 
Marks of weakness, marks of woe. 
 
In every cry of every Man, 
In every Infant’s cry of fear, 
In every voice, in every ban, 
The mind-forg’d manacles I hear. 
 
How the Chimney-sweeper’s cry 
Every black’ring Church appalls; 
And the hapless Soldier’s sigh 
Runs in blood down Palace walls. 
 
But most thro’ midnight streets I hear 
How the youthful Harlot’s curse 
Blasts the new born Infant’s tear, 
And blights with plagues the Marriage hearse. 


