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China firmly commits to thepath of peaceful development. Our focus is on our
own development. We will notrepeat the beaten track of the rising powers in the past.
And invasion, expansion, beggar—thy—neighbour policy and hegemony are not our

options.
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We do not seek to maximizeour own interests at fhe expense of others, but rather
will carry out awin—win, opening—up strategy. We will continue to do what we can
to help developingcountries and, on the basis of equality and mutual benefit,

workcollaboratively with developed countries.
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As we speak, some westerncountries have run into certain difficulties. Instead
of standing by andblaming others, we have given as much support as we could. Why
is that? Becausein a globalised world, helping others is helping ourselves

Cooperation is ouronly choice.
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ALLPARENTS DAMAGE their children. It“ecannot be helped. Youth, like pristine
glass, absorbs the prints of its handlers. Some parents smudge, others crack, a
fewshatter childhoods completely into . jagged little pieces, beyond repair.
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PARENTSRARELY LET go of their children, so children let go of them. They move
on. Theymove away. The moments that used to define them—a mother’ s approval, a
father’ snod—are covered by moments of their own accomplishments. It is not until
muchlater, as the skin sags and the heart weakens, that children understand;
theirstories, and all their accomplishments, sit atop the stories of their
mothersand fathers, stones upon stones, beneath the waters of their lives
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Throughit all, despite it all, Eddie privately adored his old man, because sons
willadore their fathers through even the worst behavior. It is how they learndevotion.
Before he can devote himself to God or a woman, a boy will devotehimself to his father,
even foolishly, even beyond explanation.
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