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I. Put the following into English: (90% )
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II.  Put the following into Chinese  (60% )

Some years ago I had what most would call the American Dream: a thriving construction
business, a comfortable home, two new cars and;a sailboat, T was happily married, I had it all.

Then the stock market crashed, and suddenly no one was looking at the houses I’d built.
Months of murderous interest payments gobbled up my savings. I couldn’t make ends meet and
lay awake nights in a cold sweat. Just when I thought things couldn’t get worse, my wife
announced that she wanted a divorce.

With no idea what to do next, I resolved literally to “sail off into the sunset,” following the
coastline from Connecticut to Florida. But somewhere off New Jersey I turned due east, straight
out to sea. Hours later, I climbed up on the stern tail and watched the dark Atlantic slip beneath
the hull. How easy it would be to let the water take me, I thought.
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Suddenly the boat plummeted between two swells, knocking me off balance. I grabbed the
rail, my feet dragging in icy brine, and just managed to haul myself back on board. Shaken, I
thought, What's happening to me? I don't want to die. From that moment I knew I had to see
things thorough. My old life was gone. Somehow I’d have to build a new one.

Everyone, at some point, will suffer a loss--- the loss of loved ones, good health, a job. “It’s
your ‘desert experience’ --- a time of feeling barren of options, even hope,” explains Patrick Del
Zoppo, a psychologist and bereavement specialist with the Archdiocese of New York. “The
important thing is not to allow yourself to be stranded in the desert.” _*
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