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I. Translation (75 points)
1. Put the following passage into Chinese: (35 point)
One rason for the persistenc of the discussion between quantitative and qualitative research is that
the two approaches represent different ways of thinking about and understanding the world around
us.Underlying the development of different research traditions and methods is a debate on the
nature of knowledge and the status of assertions about the world, and the debate itself is ultimately
a philosophical one. It is commonly assumed that the function of research is to add to our
knowledge of the world and to demonstrate the “truth” of the commonsense notions we have
about the world. (you might recall the statements made by students of research methods , some of
which are reproduced at the beginning of this chapter) In developing one’ s own philosophy on
research, it is important to determine how the notion of “truth”’ relates to research.What is truth?
(Even more basically, do we accept that there is such a thing'as “truth” ? ) what is evidence?
Can we ever“prove ”anything? what evidence should campel us to accept the truth of an assertion
or proposition? These are questions which need to be borne in mind constantly as one reads and
evaluates research.

2. Put the following passage into English: (40 points)
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II. Writing (75 points)

1. Make comments of about 250 words on the assertion that there are superior as well as inferior
cultures. (35 points)

2. In what way is the 3 year’ s postgraduate life worthwhile ? write an essay of about 300 words
on this topic. (40 points) -
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