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1. JEREN

In a very broad sense, legislation plays the same role in civil law countries as judicial
decisions play in common law countries. Legislative rules provide the starting point from which
lawyers and judges work toward their goal, the most just solution for the problem at hand. Usually
the statute (7£4-; 2&f]) provides a clear answer to the problem. In those cases, the statute is
strictly applied, more because it is just than because it is a statute. Because of this it often appears
that legislation is the law and that the judge’s rol¢ is simply to apply automatically the ready-made
solutions provided by the legislature. Nevertheless, there are a great many cases where the judge’s
role is far more creative.
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