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When Tchaikovsky was teﬁ, his mother took him to St. Petersburg, to a school
that would prepare him to study law. He was very attached to his mother and had a
hard time saying good-bye to her. Tchaikovsky’s classmates described him as a good
student who was well liked, though a bit absentminded. In 1854, Tchaikovsky’s

mother died.
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Tchalkovsky began writing music while in school. One of his first pieces is
called "Anastasya Waltz" and was named after a favorite governess from his
childhood. While attending law school, Tchaikovsky also took singing and piano
lessons. It is surprising that his music teachers did not recognize his talent.

Tchaikovsky graduated from law school in 1859 and got a job with the
government. He was evidently a good worker but had much more fun after work
going to the opera, ballet, and theater. In 1860, the Russian Musical Society started
offering music classes to the public, and Tchaikovsky was one of their first students.
He kept working for a while, but in 1862, when he was denied a promotion, he quit
his job and enrolled as a full-time student at the; St. Petersburg Conservatory. There
he studied music theory, composition, flute, piano, and organ.

When he graduated in 1865, he had learned everything he needed to be a good
composer. Soon after his graduation from music school, he moved to Moscow to
teach music theory at the Moscow Conservatory. This teaching position allowed

Tchaikovsky to earn a living while he continued to compose music.
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