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protest of Former Iraqi Soldiers Turns Violent

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) - American troops killed two Iraqis on Wednesday after Saddam
Hussein's former soldiers rossed stones during a protest outside the headquarters of the U.S.-led
occupation leaders.

Hours later, an attacker gunned down a U.S. soldier, capping one of the most violent days in
the capital since American forces quelied looting after the fall of Saddam's regime. The soldier
and another who was wounded were guarding a propane gas distribution point.

The slain soldier was the second American fatality in Baghdad and the fourth across Iraq this
week - a series of attacks that U.S. officials say appear to be well-organized, not just random
killings. '

The casualties brought to 188 the number of soldiers killed in Iraq since the outbreak of
hostilities on March 20,

The slain soldier was the second American fatality n Baghdad and the fourth across Iraq this
week. The casualties brought 10 188 the number of soldiers killed in Iraq since the outbreak of
hostilities on March 20.

Demonstrations have taken place regularly outside the arched gate leading to the compound of
Saddam's former Republican Palace, now the political and military nerve center of the U.S.
administration in Iraq. Past protests, usually by former soldiers and civil servants demanding new
jobs or back wages, have been largely peaceful.

On Wednesday, about 500 protesters confronted a line of 40 troops armed with bayonet-
mounted assault rifles standing behind razor-edged concertina wire.

The U.S. Central Command said the violence began when protesters tossed rocks at a U.S.
convoy as it tried to pass through.

**One demonstrator pulled out a weapon and began shooting," said a statement from Central
Command hours after the incident. *U.S. forces responded, killing two of the demonstrators.”

Samir Mizban, an Associated Press photographer, said a civilian driver fired a pistol into the
air after crowds began smashing his car. Mizban said the protesters werc stoning every vehicle
within range.

““It was a new car. The demonstrators broke the windscreen with wooden sticks. The driver
tried to escape, so he fired in the air with his pistol,” said Mizban.

A fter the driver fired his gun, the enraged crowd threw rocks at the American soldiers
blocking the palace gate and at journalists, who fled. That's when the U.S. troops opened fire,
Mizban said. |

Raad Mohammed, a former army officer who was among the protesters, said his friend was
shot in the right shoulder. Mohammed's checkered shirt was stained with what he said was his
friend's blood. .

Mohammed said he and others were about to put the wounded man in a car when American
troops approached and said, =" We'll take care of him," and took him inside the compound.

The military said two wounded Iragis were treated at the 1st Armored Division's aid station in
the palace complex, but both died of their wounds.

The shooting could fuel criticism that American troops are 100 heavy-handed with Iraqi
protesters. New York-based Human Rights Watch issued a report Tuesday saying troops used
excessive force in the city of Fallujah when they shot and killed 20 protesters and wounded nearly
90 on April 28 and April 30. |

The group said its investigators found no evidence to support American assertions that troops
fired on gunmen in the crowd. The military had no immediate comment on the repott, but said it
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- was conducting an inquiry.

The demonstration Wednesday occurred as U.S, troops intensified their searches in the capital
for illegal weapons and supporters of Saddam.

Before dawn, troops sealed several streets of the Karrada neighborhood and called residents

from their beds to stand in the street as they searched their homes. One man was taken away with
his hands bound behind his back.

The military says about 400 people have been arrested since the latest sweep operation,
dubbed Desert Scorpion, began on Sunday. The searches have aroused widespread resentment.
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