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Part One: Translation (90 points)
' A. Translate the following into Chinese
(1)

Work therefore is desirable, first and foremost, as a

|| preventive of boredom, for the foredoom that a man feels when he

~is doing necessary though uninteresting work is as nothing 1in
comparison with the boredom that he feels when he has nothing to
dowith his days. With this advantage of work another is associated,
namely that it makes holidays much more delicious when they come.
Provided a man does not have to work so hard as to impair his vigor,
he is likely to find far more zest in his free time than an idle
man could possibly find.

(2) _

There was something awaiting us in the midst of this wild
primeval forest. Suddenly, as if in a strange vision, we came to
a beautiful little meadow huddled among the rocks: clear water,
green grass, wild flowers, the purling of brooks and the blue
heaven above, a generous stream of light unimpeded by leaves.

£3)

The construction of such a satellite is now believed to be
quite realizable, its realization being supported with all the
achievements of contemporary science, which have brought into
being not only materials capable of withstanding severe stresses
involved and high temperatures developed, but new technological

processes as well.
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B. Translate the following into English
(1)

AAIRAK—IR, BB EX - Figl, B#ENBETLR
T (lotus) |E, T FHEFL PR —#, XBEELEHHY
¥, BARKEH, REHF-BERENE, FFUSRER: ERULAX
B THA——BREATD, NEHFFR KRG, BEPHEFTY
o, BAERAEHEENRE, PBREEFNL B,

(2)

KINERKE TH8. KEFFRAERMEEE. £ R EAHF 200
TMEX, 2HaFE. MMERLS. ZBRAT. heksfmEZ4XtE
Tﬁﬂ REXEEFRARNER, AB3HOHERMLKEEE, R4
EARNER, AEBAERTY. EIrERRREBHFEES oD, &
NAFEIREE, KEHFR, fordd, MERH, FAE—H
BL$H. 4WFLHHER,

| - (3)

EAMK, HHTHEE, HoheFilt, FREOLATER. &£7F
FUERE, RAELEE, ZHETEFZH, FEULEZE, HRK
W, VR T LA,

Part Two: Writing (60 points)
Read the following passage and write a summary of no less than
200 words. _

Most cultures that have formal educational systems teach much
the same content—reading, mathematics, writing, and so
forth—but educational differences can be found in what a culture
emphasizes and how the content is taught. Although the teaching
of history is common to all cultures, the history the culture
emphasizes is its own. For the United States, the history of the
Industrial Revolution might be taught. InMexico, the focus could
be on the impact of Spanish invasion on that country. Likewise,
the teaching of language is common to all cultures, but the
language emphasized is its own. By teaching a culture’s history
and language to school children, a society is reinforcing its
value, beliefs, and prejudices. Each culture, whether
consciously or unconsciously, tends to glorify its historical,
scientific, and artistic accomplishments and to minimize the
accomplishments of other cultures. In this way, schools in all
cultures, whether they intend to nr »nt. teach ethnocentrism. For
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instance, the next time you look at a world map, notice that the
United States is prominently located in the center—unless, of
course, youare looking at a Chinese or Russian map. Many students
in the United States, if asked to identify the great books of the
world, would likely produce a list of books by Western, white,
male authors. This attitude of subtle ethnocentrism, or the
reinforcing of the values, beliefs, and prejudices of the culture,
is not a uniquely American phenomenon. Studying only the Koran
in Iranian schools or only the 01d Testament in Israeli classrooms

is also a quiet form of ethnocentrism.
Inasmuch as cultures vary in what they emphasize, you should

not be surprised to learn that there is cultural diversity in how
students participate in the learning process. In some cultures,
teachers talk or lecture a great deal of the time, whereas in
others students do most of the talking. Silence and minimal vocal
participation characterize some classrooms, whereas others tend
to be noisy and active. Inmany cultures, students recite and then
write down what their teacher has said rather than using
individual textbooks. This is particularly true in countries
where the economy does not permit the luxury of textbooks. Also,
the authority vested in the teacher varies from cul ture toculture.
Even nonverbal aspects such as space, distance, time, and dress
codes are cultural variables in the classroom.

As we examine the specific aspects of what and how cultures
teach, 1t will, of course, be impossible to include every cultural
educational system. Fortunately, we need not cover them all in
order to make our point: culture influences education. To this
end, we explore the educational systems of Korea and Japan to see
what and how cultures teach. Throughout these examples, the
influence of culture on the learning process, as well as the
values and beliefs of the society, will be evident.

In Korea, all schools follow the same program of study. The
curriculum content is determined by the Ministry of Education.
There are few electives in middle schools and high schools, and
variations are tailored to the type of school a student attends.
Schools take a variety of forms. There are general schools,
vocational schools, or specialized schools, and assignment is
based on regional examination and lottery. Reading and writing
are highly emphasized, and children learn both Korean and Chinese
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in elementar}; school. Although children must learn approximately
1,600 Chinese characters 10 be able to comprehend a daily
newspaper, Koreans believe that it is a sign of a well-educated
person to be able to use Chinese characters. English, as well as
an additional foreign language, 1s required in middle school and
high school. Writing emphasizes penmanship rather than
composition, and students are encouraged to imitate classical
works rather than initiate their own original creations.

In addition to standard subjects, Korean schools emphasize
moral education. Thus, social values, civic awareness and duty,
and academic preparation are all integral parts of - the
educational program. Teachers are expected to assume leadership
in these areas, and parents hold teachers responsible for
disciplining their children. Because of this reliance on teachers
for discipline, children are often warned by their parents that
their teachers will be notified if they misbehave at home. In
Korea, students remain in their homerooms for most subjects, and
teachers rotate among classes, In this way, the teacher is the
social and academic counselor who caneasily deal with discipline
problems. Group solidarity and conformity are both goals of the
Korean educational system. These goals are achieved by having
students take all of their classes together and by requiring that
all students wear badges and uniforms. Other rules addressing
appearance, such as hair length for boys and no makeup for girls,
are strictly enforced even on the way to and from school.

Korean students engage in several typical classroom
behaviors. They typically show respect by avoiding eye contact,
bowing, and not initiating conversation with an elder. Formal
vocabulary is used to speak to the teacher, who is called
seon-saeng-nim (teacher) rather than by name. Students avoid open
disagreements with the teacher, deferring to his or her judgment.
When they do not understand, they avoid insulting the teacher by
nodding politely and attributing their lack of understanding to
their own lack of diligence. Korean students prefer to remain
silent rather than of fer a mistaken answer that would insult the
teacher and embarrass the student. Finally, Korean students
hesitate to express personal opinions unless they are faced with
unfairness, dishonesty, or immoral behavior.
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Education in Japan is relatively homogeneous and set by a

national standardized curriculum that emphasizes social studies,
democratic political processes, and religious tolerance. Reading
is also emphasized, and students become avid readers of
nonfiction subjects such as sports, nature, history, crafts, and
music. ‘Writing skills are enhanced by answering assigned
questions and through sakubun—creative composition and letter
writing. Calligraphy, done with a bamboo brush and black ink, is
used on formal occasions, so to be graceful in society, it is
important to have a minimal level of this skill. Instruction in
calligraphy also becomes training in two important Japanese
values: self-discipline and meditation. English is a compulsory
subject from junior high to high school. Students begin with the
Roman alphabet and progress to the reading of classical excerpts
from Dickens and Shakespeare. Although reading, writing, and
mathematics are emphasized, oral language is not.
' Educators in Japanese schools do not overtly concern
themselves with oral language development in the curriculum,...
Reticence is valued in the presence of elders and superiors in
Japanese culture, and the school complements the home in imbuing
this value in youngsters. Furthermore, even when it is one’s
prerogative to speak, simple and brief remarks are valued over
lengthy or pointed statements.... Traditional fairy tales
concerning “The Monkey and the Crab” show the smooth-talking crab
tobe quiteadisreputable character. Japanese will point out that
their nation has never produced a great orator or even a notable
historical speech.

This lack of practice in oral skills often causes Japanese
students to experience serious problems when they attend school
in the United States.

Prestige in Japan is determined almost entirely by education.
This has led to a system that is intensely competitive, but
nonetheless fosters group solidarity and collaboration—two
important values in Japanese culture. This strong collective
value is reflected in the Japanese proverb that states, “A single
arrow 1s broken, but not in a bunch.” Schools, as we have noted,
foster in-group orientation. Junior high and high school students
Stay together for most subject classes, and teachers rotate among
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classes. School identification is shown in kindergarten by the
wearing of matching smocks, in elementary school by
identification badges, and in junior high and high school by the
wearing of uniforms. There are rules addressing appearance,
behavior codes, and even lunch.

Despite this collective emphasis, distinctions in individual
ability are drawn very early in the Japanese educational system,
and only the most academically advanced students gain entrance
into the most prestigious college-preparatory junior and senior
high schools, and ultimately college. To master subjects and to
prepare for important entrance cXxams for junior high and high
schools, many students often attend additional private schools
called juku Classes meet every day after school, on Saturdays,
and during school vacations. This is in addition to an extended
school year of 240 days. In the course of nine years of education,
these additional days can add up to an extra LWwO full years
schooling compared to most schools in the United States.

Like Korean parents, Japanese parents view education as the
single most important factor in their children’s future success.
Families often make considerable sacrifices so that ‘their
children can excel in their school work and pass the rigorous
entrance exams. Japanese mothers, Wwho of ten label themselves
kyoiku mama or education mamas, maintain close contact with their
child’s teacher and are involved with every phase of the education
process. They assist with homework and ensure that their children
are freed from domestic and recreational activities so that they
have plenty of time to study.

Education is a high national priority because the Japanese
believe that the best way to ensure their future is to develop
their most valued natural resource—their people. Because of this
value placed on education, the Japanese have a correspondingly
high regard for -educators. Teachers have a reciprocal
responsibility to the community. Because they are esteemed as
role models, they are expected to be correct in their behavior
at all times. Japanese teachers consciously refrain from
behaviors that might be labeled marginal by the traditional
Japanese culture, such as visiting coffee shops or playing
pachinko in the amusement halls.
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