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Comparative Literature is the history of international literary relations. The
comparatist stands at the frontiers, linguist or national, and surveys the
exchanges of themes, ideas, books. or feelings between two or several
literature. His working method will adapt itself to the diversity of his
researches. A certain equipment is indispensable to him. He must be
informed of the literatures of several countries. He must read several
languges. He must know where to find the indispensable bibliographies.

——Marius-Francois Guyard, La Literature comparee, pp 12-13 (slightly condensed

in translation)

Comparative Literature is the study of literature beyond the confines of
one particular country and the study of the relationships between literature
on hand and other areas of knowledge and belief, such as the (fine) arts
philosophy, history, the social sciences, the sciences, religion, etc. on the
other. In brief it is the comparison of one literature with another or others,
and the comparison of literature with other spheres of human expression.

Henry Remak, in Comparative Literature: Method and Perspective, p . |




