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. The year 1949 witnessed the exit
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—iinese mainland and the trivmph of t?lzthlgaécugﬁl.?g;?ﬂtgﬂeﬁ%rﬂiﬂthe
sommunist Party. The Nationaliet Party founded by Dy S YEE:
Sen in the 1920s. thus came o a sorry end withi ay" i dunf ;Et‘ -
flittunty years: And yet the Kiomiatine ot teed o ooy

= :  popular
party, so much so that Stalin was not prepared to allow the CCP 1o
give up the Kuomintang flag. “the most popular flag of China’ |
There was a time when the leader of the Russian Communist Pﬂ.ﬁy: |
took the position thai the CCP by itself could never hops to drive |
the imperialists out or unify China; till 1945 Stalin did not believe |
that the Chinese commuaists could play an cffective role in bring-
Ing about a socialist revolution jﬂ China, And yet by {J'r:tﬂb_er 1946
the Red flag fluttered from the Tien An-men the Heavenly Gate of
Peace in PE}“UE-_ How can one account for this debacle of the once
PU‘T-‘BTf“I K}mmlﬂtﬂﬂg ? There were obviously numerous factors
which cm}tﬂbuted to the Kuomintang collapse. But the most im-
portant single factor which contributed more than anything else was.
without doubt, Chiang Kai-shek, who for nearly a quarter of a cen- |
tury presided over the destiny of the Chinese nation, and who there-
fore, influenced the fortunes of that unfortunate country. There
were other factors too, such as the Japanese invasion of China, which
provided an opportunity to the Chinese communists to expand and
cousolidate their position. But the struggle between the Kuomintang
and the communists was decided not on the battlefield but on the
political front. Chiang Kai-shek |ost the battle as. well as.the war
even before he sent his legions to fight the communists on the
battlefield. The real battle was waged on the domestic front and
lost there. The Kuomintang Party started as a parly of reform. It
stood for progress and was dedicated to improving the economic lot |
of the mass of people. In .Sun’s ‘thinking, the people’s .livelihood |
had primary importance, But he had not wurigﬂ-:i this out very well. 1
He vaguely desired some kind of economic justice and certainly land 1
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. The peasants supported the Kuomintang since it talked ':'f
iﬁiﬂr?enplefs. ¥ Livelihood and land. reform. It also' tﬂlﬁ’?@- o
introducing democratic government as soon as the country, hac brn.
unified. 'This would bring to end the period of militaty, rule,/ 4855}
intellectuals supported Sun because they too like him desired noc 'ﬂ'r"gﬁ i
zation, land reforms, clean and. competenl 'ﬂ..‘i‘m.m-l-matmn""hﬁq ]
democratic government. These were values which they ﬂhmsif?ﬁ?
and they wholeheartedly supported Iﬁhﬁ:ﬁh,_’ﬁﬂi&lF?D-E_'l_l_s,'-t_-"- -Pﬂ}"w‘. ﬂﬂff‘* R
E ﬂmnﬁin the uﬂqufs’itiss;‘ ‘were Gapumted b]!" ; _thl—ﬂ. new wina oL RERE | -
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change, b F them, like their teachers in the university eom= f

| ?ﬂg& Cﬂﬁfﬂ;._gntmnﬂéﬂf, and w_i.sh'_e.jtll; ft.:r hr+ngnqtp Sten ;1 :

new society based on science and democracy. The banxers, Wecers |
and businessmen who supported the Kuomintang 1a

form and democratic government, If Chiang coul

hese legitimate urges of the Chinese oD

ndisputed leader and hero.
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