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Why do languages change?

No one knows exactly how or why languages change. Certainly

| linguistic changes do not happen suddenly. It is not the case that all

speakers of English awoke one morning and decided to use the word .-'.
beef for “ox meat.” Nor is it true that all the children of one partmular Sl f-.'-
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gradual, particularly changes in the phonological and synta;:ti‘@ :‘zp,:.
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Of course, certain changes may occur mstantan_

speaker. For example, when a speakef acm;;res |
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