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Han Yu(768-824) was a native of Nanyang in present-day Henan,Liu

Zongyuan(773-819) was a native of Hedong in present-day Shanxi.They held virtually
identical views on the reform of prose,and their main aims were:to win greater respect
for the Confucian classics,to develop Confucianism,to stress the cultivation of moral
qualities,and to learn from the writers of the Warring States Period,Qin and Western
Han dynasties. These principles exercisde a great influence on Tang essayists and later

writers.
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