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The environmental benefits of removing trade restrictions and
distortions

This is among the most important areas of the work program of the Committee
on Trade and Environment. The Committee’s task is to explore areas where
increasing market access() and trade liberalization go hand in hand with
better environmental protection and the promotion of sustainable
develogment @ . The results of the Uruguay Round negotiations are
promising in this respect. They reduce tariffs and tariff escalation
@); remove non-tariff barriers to trade in environmentally-friendly goods
and services; provide developing countries with improved market access
for higher value-added production to relieve the pressure on natural
resource exploitation or low value-added, environmentally sensitive
activities; discipline and reduce environmentally-damaging subsidies,

~ for example those awarded to energy and agricultural production; and

encourage the spread of environmentally sound technology®@ by enforcing

intellectual property rights.
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