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Today, Americans are feeling the gradual andsubtle effects of
globalization that challenge the economic and strategicleadership that

the United States has enjoyed since World war II.

A substantial portion of our work—force findsitself in direct
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competition for jobs with lower—wage workers around the globe, and
leading—edge scientific and engineering work is being accomplished in
manyparts of the world. Thanks to globalization, driven by modern
communicationsand other advances, workers in virtually every sector must
now face competitorswho live just a mouse—click away in Ireland, Finland,
China, India, or dozensof other nations whose economies are growing. This

has been aptly referred toas “the Death of Distance.”

What are the toplO actions, in priority order, thatthe federal
policymakers could take to enhance the science and technologyenterprise
so that the United States can successfully compete, proper, and besecure
in the global community of the 21st century? What strategy, with several

concrete steps, could be used to implement each of those actions?
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