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1. When it comes to Thanksgiving, turkey may be the first thing that
comes to mind. It’ s the right picture, but it’ s not complete.
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2. Celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November every year, Nov 28
this year, Thanksgiving Day is a time for communal thanksgiving and lavish
feasts. It’ s about expressing your gratitude to the important people
and all the good things in your life.
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3. Americans celebrate Thanksgiving with much fervor and maintain
many traditional customs. Here we introduce a few of the rituals Americans
typically follow on this day.
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4. Time for prayers and paying back
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5. Thanksgiving Day has been associated with communal prayers in
church and in homes for centuries. Attending church prayer services in
the morning is the first step of many celebrators on Thanksgiving Day.
The churches provide worship services and organize special events for
the occasion.
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6. Before Thanksgiving meals, some families gather together and read
prayers to thank God for his kindness and the gifts he has bestowed upon
them in the form of friends and family.
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7. Some people also do voluntary community work on this day, as a way
of paying back.
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8.Family reunions and showing gratitude
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9. Like China’ s Spring Festival, preparing a big meal and bringing
the family together at home is a long—standing tradition of Thanksgiving.
Distances don’ t really matter as relatives return home to be with their
family, no matter how far away.
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10. Undoubtedly, turkey is the main course of Thanksgiving dinner.
Though there is no evidence to prove that turkey was eaten during the
first Thanksgiving dinner, most agree that the dinner would be incomplete
without it. A survey conducted by the US’ National Turkey Federation
in 2012 shows that 91 percent of Americans eat turkey and more than 306
million kilograms of turkey are consumed on Thanksgiving Day.
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11. Other dishes typically found on dinner tables in almost every
house are pumpkin pies, corn, fall vegetables, olives, cranberry sauce,
stuffing and mashed potatoes. At the meal, many families observe the
ritual of taking turns to express what each member is thankful for.
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12. Parades bring nation together
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13. While feasts make Thanksgiving a festival for individual families,
parades make it a carnival for the whole nation. Various parades are held
in many cities to honor Thanksgiving. One of the largest is New York’ s
Thanksgiving Day Parade, which is currently called Macy’ s Thanksgiving
Day Parade. Started in 1924, more than 2 million people attend the parade
every year.
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