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I. Write a 150-word summary based on the following text. Note that your writing
should cover the main points of the text and that your quotation from the
original source should be kept to a minimum. (30 points)

Sounds of Home

The weather had been unusually warm for May in Brandon, Mississippi. My wite
Par and [ were nursing a Sunday-moming cup of coffee on our deck and watching
thunderheads build rapidly into mountainous clouds on the southemn horizon. There
was barely any breeze, and the humidity was so thick you could almost roll it in vour
palms.

By the time we finished our second cup. the sky had turned black. Lightning
danced across the horizon, accompanied by low, rumbling thunder. Only seconds after
the first drops of rain had driven us inside. the phone rang. When Pat picked up the
receiver. her face became the only bright spot in that gloomy day,

[t was our son, David, an Army helicopter pilot. Three months earlier, he had
earned his silver wings and begun a one-year assignment in South Korea, stationed
near the demilitarized zone,

David made a valiant effort to sound cheerful, but we knew better from the tone
of his voice. As a man who spent time during World War [T on a minuscule South
Pacific island, I recognized the svmptoms of acute homesickness.

Gradually, the curative powers of conversation made us all feel better, until a
booming clap of thunder shook the windows only inches from the phone Pat and |
were using. “What was that?” David asked. “It sounded like an explosion.”

“Just thunder,” Pat said. " It's been raining here all week.”

There were several seconds of silence. * David. " [ asked. * are you still there”

[ was thinking about what Mother said --- ‘just thunder.” Other than the two of
you, do you know what I miss most of all -—-- what many of the men say they miss?
Thunder. We have rain, wind, snow and some violent storms, but it never thunders.

“Remember, Dad, when | was a boy,” he continued.” how the two of us would
stretch out on the floor and listen to the thunder? How vou'd laugh to keep me from
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being afraid? "

* 1 remember,” [ said, trving to ignore the lump in my throat.

“ 1 wish [ were there now to listen with you,” he said softly.

As soon as [ hung up the phone, I got my tape recorder, my large golf umbrella
and a wooden chair. * ['m going to record our son some thunder, ™ [ told Pat.

* Bob, the neighbors will think vou're crazy.”

“David won't,” [ said, and went outside.

With lightning tlickering across the sky like a fireworks display, [ sat in the
driving rain beneath my umbrella and recorded half an hour of the finest Mississippi
thunder a lonesome man could want 1o hear. The next day [ mailed the tape to David
with a single line: “ A special gift.”

Three weeks later David called again. * Dad,” he said, * you won't believe what |
did last night. [ invited some friends over to my quarters for a thunder party. When we
heard the tape, we all reacted the same way. Instant silence. followed by a few minutes
of sadness. But once we realized we were listening to the sounds of home, we felt
better and enjoved a great partv, like we'd been relieved of a heavy burden. [ can't
make it now, Thanks, Dad! It really was a special gift.”

It also became a special gift for Pat and me. For the next eight months, while
David was in Korea, we found ourselves looking forward te thunderstorms. Rather
than feeling depressed on gloomy days, we came to regard thé storms as special. Each
rumble seemed to tie us closer to a son so far from home.

And even though it thunders in Minnesota, where David is now instructing Army
aviators, the gift of thunder has become a tradition for us. It lets us know that no
matter where in the world we may be, we're linked together as a family.

[I. According to the surveys of several hundred university students, some
situations were reported as producing more anxiety than others. The outcome
of the research is shown in the diagram below. Examine the anxiety-causing
situations and the corresponding figures, and then write a report of 200-250)
words based on vour understanding of the given information. (30 points)

Attending a party with strangers  74% |
Giving a speech 70% |
Asked personal questions in public  65%
Dancing with classmates  10%
Chatting in dorm 2%
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L. Translate the underlined parts of the following text into Chinese. (30 points)

Sandra Roelofs

(1) Georgia was waking up to a new president Monday. and it was also getting as

irst ladv a green-eved linguist from Hol who has adv managed to cast a
5@11 over the tinv Caucasus nation. Sandra Roelofs is seen by some as the secret

weapon which enabled her husband Saakashvili to win a landslide victory in the

presidential election Sunday. (2) The tall. graceful and photogenic woman with
straw londe hair is more than tereotvpical politician's wife, looking prettv

and staving in the backeround.

She runs an investment n:unsujmnm and speaks six languages. (3) Some beljeve
that she i s bel 's meteoric rise to power. As Saakashvili
made his victory speech late Sunday after the polls showed him leading his rivals bv a
large margin. he asked his wife to join him at the podium. “1 am very happy that all
our hopes came true,” she said as she answered the reporters’ questions first in
flawless English, then switching to equally fluent French, Georgian and Russian, “It is
a big responsibility for us,” she added. “Misha can work together with the people. He
is ready. He is full of energy and hope. He is going to create a new world."”

H} Roe gﬁ Df{tn I:Emdes her I ime between looking after their voung son,
in Georgia and running her ov
anages and old le’s homes.

(5) She has enchanted manv of her adopted countrvmen. The mere mention of
her name enchants women and melts the expressions of macho Georgian men. “You
can hardly tell that she cares about people,” says Vinera Kagibava, a resident of the
capital, Thilisi. “She runs a humanitarian organization. vou know. She is smart. pretty
and kind and did you hear the way she speaks Georgian? Perfectly! With just a slight
accent!”

(6) The new first ladv's looks and intelligence plav a larce part in her appeal. But
Georgians --- used to their rulers lining their pockets and lording over their subiects -
are especiallv taken bv Roelofs’ unassuming manner. She has said that she plans to
keep living in the family’s modest flat in downtown Tbilisi even though they are
entitled to move into a luxurious government residence,

“She is a Dutch, but she doesn't care about fancy houses and cars,” Malika. a
29-year-old civil servant in Thilisi, said approvingly. (7) Another fan said Saakashvili
— who has a reputation as a hothead — is a better president with his wife at his side.
“Don’t worrv. Sandra will ke im in line.” said Dzhaeni. another Thilisi resident.

“He must have done something right if he got her to be his wife”,
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I1. Translate the following text into English. (30 points)
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