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L. Define the following linguistic terms: (15 points)
complimentary distribution

backformation

metonymy

phrase structure rules

communicative competence

IL. Briefly answer the following questions. (25 points)

1. In what ways is competence and performance an important
distinction in modern linguistics?

2. What is the basic syllable structure found in English?

3. What word-formation processes are involved in the creation of the
italicized forms?

(1) SARS is an epidemic which affects our lungs.

(i1) The negotiators blueprinted a new peace proposal.
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4. What is the basic lexical relation between the following pairs of
words?

(1) bed Sfurniture

(i) meat, meet B
(iii) mature, ripe

(iv) present, absent

(V) head as a body part, head of an institution

5. Identify in the following sentence four bound morphemes. State
whether each is derivational or inflectional.
The teacher’s sister considered the project impossible.

III. Explain the oddness of the following two sentences. (20 points)
(1) Colorless green ideas sleep furiously.

(i)  FEHVERP A EE IR 2E S .

IV. The use of plural —s in English has three different forms, but very
regular phonological alternatives. You add:

/s/ to words like lip, cat, book, and cough

/z/ to words like cab, bed, rug, and willow

/oz/ to words like ash, bench, case and bridges

(1) Work out the set of sounds which regularly precedes each

of these alternatives (5 points)

(i1) Which is the basic form? How are the other two forms
derived? (15 points)
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V. In what way are the following two sentences ambiguous?
(1) I shot an elephant in my pajamas this morning. (Please
explain with tree diagrams and Chinese translation for
cach interpretation. 15 points)

(i1) This will make you smart. (5 points)

VI. Elaborate on the requirements of validity and reliability of a
good test (15%)

VII. Elaborate on the implications of sociolinguistics (15%)

VII1. Elaborate on the importance of a communicative syllabus
(20%)



